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Lesotho Update April 2017 

Dear Friend of OM’s Lesotho Ministry 

A lot has happened since the last update in December. In this issue we want to inform you about the 
political situation in Lesotho, about the situation of the property with the vocational school in Ha 
Molapo that was offered to OM and about an Outreach of a South African Church to the same village 
of Ha Molapo earlier this year. 

 

Political Situation in Lesotho 

Letsie III, King of Lesotho had to dissolve the Lesotho Parliament due to corruption allegations within 
the Government coalition.  He announced new elections for June. It is Lesotho’s second snap poll in 
three years as political instability deepens. Election commission director Letholeng Ntsiki said 
$19million has been requested to fund the polls which will be an additional burden for one of the 
world’s poorest countries. Lesotho last held a snap election in February 2015, following a failed coup 
attempt in 2014 against the then prime minister Thomas Thabane.  

This confused situation leaves us without a contact person in the Healthcare or Education 
Department at least until August/September. Without knowing who is the next ruling party and who 
will head up what department after election no one is currently willing to make a decision or 
promise about property, buildings or any cooperation.  

Please pray with us for the political situation in Lesotho and for peace amongst all the small parties 
fighting for power. 

 

Property with vocational school 

Michael, our Lesotho Team Leader had several meetings and conversations with different people 
about the property with the vocational school that was offered to OM from the Principal Chief. At 
this moment it is not clear to whom that property belongs. The Department of Education says it was 
given to a mine company years ago. A Basotho man, involved in community development claims that 
the property is on his name. The Principal Chief was outraged that she wasn’t informed nor involved 
in that process in the past since the area the school is in is under her authority as a traditional 
leader. Michael and Thabang, the local OMer are investigating in that matter and they will have 
further conversations to get clarity on that case.  

Please pray that light comes into that situation and for favour with the authorities.  

 

Outreach to Ha Molapo pre-school 

The Principal Chief, ‘Me Masekhobe of the Moteng area took us to an ECCD Centre (Pre-School) in 
the village of Ha Molapo. With the request to see if we can assist a pre-school in dire need. 
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Although the pre-school is located in one of the primary school building’s classrooms, they are really 
in need. The building was erected in the early 1960’s. The current primary school principal attended 
school in the building. 

The building is a steel construction built up with bricks and mortar. The plaster inside the classrooms 
is sifting sand when touched, this creates a lot of dust in all the classrooms. 

The pre-school classroom was empty except for the children’s own chairs and a single well used 
mattress. With 21 children in the pre-school and NO toys, educational aids, stationary, posters, 
pictures, the list goes on and on. The rest of the children sleep on their blankets on the floor. Their 
daily meal was also prepared in the class – not a healthy situation preparing food on open fire in a 
room full of children. 

Part of the classroom was used as storage. Things had to change. 

 

  
  

  
 

News in the village spreads faster than lightning, once word got out that we want to help the pre-
school the size almost doubled to 40 children. The locals knew how OM helped and developed other 
per-schools in the area of Moteng in the past. 

We sent out a request to local churches and businesses. Within a few days support started rolling in. 
We arranged with the teacher and principal for the date on which we will start working on the 
classroom. 

We decided to paint bonding liquid on the walls to reduce the dust, and paint directly on the walls 
instead of posters against the walls. Once the bonding liquid dried the walls looked the same but 
without the dust. 
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Some of the local helpers joined in and got creative drawing and painting pictures on the walls, we 
actively encourage them to be part of what we do. 

Through God’s grace we were able to supply much needed mattresses and some tables.  

There is still a need for more educational toys, stationary and some covering on the floor. Their daily 
meal is maize meal porridge and cabbage or what is available. Not the best variety but at least some 
food, for some of the children it is also the only food for the day. 

A donation of exercise books for the pre and primary school was received with much joy and 
appreciation. 

 



Lesotho Update April 2017 

®2017 - OM in Lesotho is a Ministry of OM South Africa 

 

It is our desire to continue upgrading the school building classroom by classroom and thereby 
improving the learning environment for the children. 

Most importantly showing God’s love through an act of kindness. 

Please pray for more churches, teams and individuals that are willing to support und practically uplift 
the poor communities to soften their hearts for the gospel in order to see vibrant communities of 
Jesus Followers established amongst the unreached people in the mountain area of Lesotho.   

 
 
Blessings, 
 
Michael Exall & Stephan Schmidt 
OM in Lesotho 


